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General	
  Overview	
  

•  My	
  sources	
  
•  One	
  issue,	
  three	
  lenses	
  
•  The	
  Highway	
  BaIle	
  
•  The	
  Coup	
  
•  The	
  ConstrucJon	
  
•  My	
  conclusions	
  
•  QuesJons?	
  



A	
  Note	
  on	
  My	
  sources	
  

•  The	
  Richmond	
  Times-­‐Dispatch	
  
•  The	
  Afro-­‐American	
  
•  City	
  of	
  Richmond	
  Council	
  Journal	
  
•  Dept.	
  of	
  TransportaJon	
  Richmond-­‐Petersburg	
  
Turnpike	
  Authority	
  Work	
  progress	
  
photographs	
  



One	
  Issue:	
  Why	
  there?	
  



This	
  was	
  the	
  
distribuJon	
  of	
  
populaJon	
  in	
  1940.	
  

	
  	
  
Consider	
  the	
  poliJcs	
  
of	
  slum	
  clearance:	
  
	
  
1.	
  Where	
  is	
  the	
  path	
  

of	
  least	
  resistance?	
  



Consider	
  PoliJcs	
  of	
  
Race:	
  
	
  
1.  SJgma	
  
2.  Inferiority	
  
3.  Undesirability	
  



Considering	
  
the	
  poliJcs	
  of	
  
circulaJon:	
  
	
  
1.  Traffic	
  
2.  Residents	
  
3.  CBD	
  



The	
  1946	
  
Major	
  Street	
  
Plan	
  



The	
  BaIle:	
  
News	
  



The	
  BaIle:	
  
Referenda	
  



The	
  Coup	
  d'état	
  and	
  ConstrucJon	
  

•  City	
  Council	
  	
  
•  The	
  Richmond-­‐Petersburg	
  Turnpike	
  Authority	
  
•  So	
  let	
  it	
  be	
  wriIen,	
  so	
  let	
  it	
  be	
  done	
  



February	
  7,	
  1957	
  



March	
  5,	
  1957	
  



March	
  27,	
  1957	
  



April	
  24,	
  1957	
  



June	
  27,	
  1957	
  



August	
  28,	
  1957	
  



December	
  30,	
  1957	
  



March	
  3,	
  1958	
  



June	
  25,	
  1958	
  



My	
  Conclusions	
  

•  Once	
  they	
  started	
  building	
  it,	
  it	
  didn’t	
  maIer	
  
how	
  they	
  had	
  originally	
  jusJfied	
  the	
  highway	
  

•  It’s	
  all	
  about	
  noJons	
  of	
  progress	
  



QuesJons?	
  


